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Wright State University

Bolinga
Cultural
Resources
Center

The Bolinga Cultural Resources Center
opened on January 15, 1971, as a
tribute to the memory of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. The word "Bolinga"
means love in Lingala, an African
language, and we extend an invitation
to you in that spirit to become a part of
the Bolinga family. The center exists as
a facility which aims to promote cultural
pluralism on the campus and in the
community through a variety of
programs, activities, and forums. It is
located in 129 Millett Hall on the
Wright State University main campus.

The cultural component of the Bolinga
Center consists of a series of programs
and activities, such as speakers and
forums thoughout the academic year.
Listed below are several of the activities
which the center sponsors:
A minority scholars speakers seriesffhe
center, in conjunction with academic
departments, hosts visiting minority
scholars for lectures or other programs
A community speakers series/Minority
and other speakers from the Dayton
community address various topics in the
center
A film seriesffhrough films, the center
focuses on minority and Third-World
issues
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The Paul Laurence Dunbar Library

One important resource which adjoins
the center is a library, named after the
poet Paul Laurence Dunbar, a native
son of Dayton. The Dunbar Library
houses over 3,000 books relating to
the black experience and black
contributions. In addition, there are
periodicals, tapes, records, slides, and
other educational materials available to
students, faculty, staff, and individuals
from the community. The library also
has an excellent collection of children's
literature-including stories from Africa,
the Caribbean, and the United States.
Wright State University participates in
the inter-library loan system; most
materials from the collections of
cooperating institutions may be checked
out for two-week periods or renewals
are usually possible, if needed.

Peer Supportive Services Program

Another resource of the center is the
Peer Supportive Services Program
(PSSP). The main function of Peer
Supportive Services Program is to help
facilitate the personal and academic
adjustment of minority freshmen . The
program is aimed at serving them by
matching them with upperclass peer
counselors who are sensitive to the
problems and concerns of minority
students. The program also serves as
a channel through which minority
freshmen are referred to other offices
on campus, as needed.
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The Bolinga Center serves various
student groups and organizations on
campus, such as:
Black Student Union
Founded at Wright State University on
January 13, 1982, the Black Student
Union is dedicated to the purpose
of helping black and other students
obtain the most from their time at
Wright State.
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.
Founded at Howard University,
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., has
been promoting the principles of
brotherhood, scholarship, and service
on college campuses since January 9,
1914. With well over 70,000 members
in the U.S., Canada, Switzerland,
and Africa, Phi Beta Sigma is an
organization that offers numerous
opportunities to black males.
Student Chapter of NAACP
This organization was founded at
Wright State University in the fall of
1982 and received its national chapter
on April 11 , 1983. It is dedicated to
informing students about political issues
and to the advancement of black
people in the Wright State community
and the Dayton area.
Society of Black Engineers
and Scientists
Founded at Wright State in the fall of
1984, the SBES is a chapter of the
National Society of Black Engineers
and Scientists, which was founded at
Purdue University in 1967.

Over 3,500 students at about 120
schools throughout the country make
up this organization, which is dedicated
to promoting engineering, encouraging
academic excellence, and working for
the advancement of ethnic minority
engineers in professional industry.
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